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National Information Packet 2024  •  PART II 

Correspondent Docent Program List
To remain an active Correspondent Docent at least one program must be presented each calendar year. Credit will be given only 
for programs on this list, including Portable Education Programs (PEPs). Presentation materials may be downloaded from the 
Correspondent Docent website: https://www.dar.org/museum/docent/dar-museum-correspondent-docents 

Presentations 
• American Women’s Fashions, 1760-1925 

 Trace the history of American women’s fashion through some highlights from the DAR Museum’s collection 
• An Agreeable Tyrant 

 Observe men’s and women’s clothing in shaping America’s national identity; based on the DAR Museum’s 2017 exhibit 
An Agreeable Tyrant: Fashion After the Revolution 

• By, For, and Of the People 
 A look at the DAR Museum’s folk art collection; based on the 2011 exhibit By, For, and Of the People: Folk Art and Americana 

at the DAR Museum 
• Dining in Early America 

 Analyze cooking and dining traditions in the American home in the 18th and early 19th centuries. 
• Fashioning a New Woman 

 A look at women’s fashions at the turn of the 20th century as women took on new roles and activities; based on the DAR 
Museum’s 2012 exhibit, Fashioning a New Woman 

• For the Fun of It 
 American childhood from the 18th through the early 20th century examined through toys in the New Hampshire 

children’s attic 
• Holiday Traditions in the Period Rooms 

 Shares the seasonally decorated period room exhibition, taking a look at the evolution of Christmas and other winter 
holidays celebrated in America. 

• Making the American Home 
 Explore how domestic interiors reflect changes in American society from the late 17th century through the early 20th 

century using the DAR Museum period rooms 
• Masterpiece Quilts in the DAR Museum 

 An overview of the masterpiece quilts in the museum’s collection and the women who made them 
• Myth or Truth 

 A discussion of common myths heard in museums and historic places; based on the DAR Museum’s 2006 Exhibit Myth or 
Truth, Stories We’ve Heard about Early America 

• Needlework Treasures at the DAR Museum 
 A sampling of the different types of schoolgirl art needlework in the DAR Museum’s collection 

• Pleasing Truths: Power and Portraits in the American Home 
 Take a look into the context and symbolism of early portraits to better understand the transmission of ideas and their 

impact on people overtime; based on the DAR Museum’s 2023 exhibition. 
• Seven Deadly Sins 

 A unique look at the collection through the themes of envy, gluttony, greed, lust, pride, sloth, and wrath; based on the 
DAR Museum’s 2009 exhibit Seven Deadly Sins 

• Something Old, Something New 
 An overview of wedding customs and traditions; based on the DAR Museum’s 2004 exhibit Something Old, Something 

New: Inventing the American Wedding 
• Songs of Christmas Past 

 Explore the evolution of Christmas traditions and the creation of popular holiday tunes; based on the DAR Museum 
exhibit Songs of Christmas Past 

 
Portable Education Programs (PEPs) 
Bring the museum to you with one of our Portable Education Programs (PEPs). We have three programs designed for elementary 
students and one for adult learners. Correspondent Docents receive credit for leading a PEP program for local audiences, such as 
at schools, community centers, or chapter meetings. The program is FREE; you just pay the shipping fee. More information is 
available here: https://www.dar.org/museum/education/pep 



Surrender of Cornwallis  dar.org/museum/collections 
 

This print was created in 1845 to commemorate the American Revolution. General 
Charles Cornwallis, from Britain, presents his sword in surrender to General George 
Washington. They are accompanied by other officers that were important during 
the war.  
The American War for Independence did not formally end until the Treaty of 
Paris was signed in 1783, but the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown marked an 
important turning point in the war. #65.276 
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A
m

erican W
om

en’s Fashions, 1760 - 1925  
Tracing the history of Am

erican wom
en’s fashion 

through som
e highlights of the DAR M

useum
’s garm

ent 
collection.

A
n A

greeable Tyrant  
 

 
Presenting clothing from

 1780 to 1825 to consider how 
Am

ericans wrestled with the political im
plication of 

fashion after the Revolution to create a new national 
identity – and attain international credibility. 

By, For, and O
f the People 

 
 

A look at functional as well as decorative objects m
ade 

by Am
erican people for the average citizen, known as 

folk art, m
ade m

ostly during the 19th century.  

D
ining in Early A

m
erica 

 
 

Th
is talk cover cooking and dining traditions in the 

Am
erican hom

e in the 18th and early 19th centuries. 
W

e will look at five period room
s: a kitchen, a tavern, 

and different spaces for dining. 

Fashioning a N
ew

 W
om

an 
 

 
During the years historians call the Progressive 
Era, Am

erican wom
en took on m

any new roles and 
activities, and fashion had to follow.  

For the Fun of It 
 

                  
Am

erican childhood from
 the 18th through the early 

20th centuries exam
ined through toys from

 the New 
Ham

pshire Children’s Attic.

M
aking the A

m
erican H

om
e             

Exploring how dom
estic interiors reflect changes in 

Am
erican society from

 the late 17th century through 
the early 20th century.  

M
asterpiece Q

uilts 
 

 
 

An overview of the exceptional quilts of the 18th and 
19th centuries in the DAR M

useum
’s collection and the 

wom
en who m

ade them
.

M
yth or Truth  

 
 

 
A discussion of com

m
on m

yths heard in m
useum

s and 
various historic places, based on the DAR M

useum
’s 

2006 exhibition, M
yth or Truth, Stories W

e’ve Heard 
about Early Am

erica.

N
eedlew

ork Treasures  
 

 
Sam

plers, silk em
broideries, needlework pictures along 

with schoolgirl paintings are known today as schoolgirl 
art, an im

portant source for historical docum
entation. 

Seven D
eadly Sins 

 
 

 
W

ere early Am
ericans really as m

oral as they seem
ed? 

Enjoy a light-hearted look at early Am
erican culture 

and the tem
ptations of envy, gluttony, greed, lust, pride, 

sloth, and wrath. 

Som
ething O

ld, Som
ething N

ew
 

 
An overview of wedding custom

s and traditions, based 
on the DAR M

useum
’s 2004 exhibition, Som

ething Old, 
Som

ething New: Inventing the Am
erican W

edding.

Songs of C
hristm

as Past 
 

 
Th

e evolution of Chistm
as traditions, using traditional 

carols to explore holiday custom
s using the DAR period 

room
s.
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Correspondent Docents prom
ote the DAR M

useum
 

and its collections by providing public outreach 
through program

s to DAR chapters, com
m

unity 
organizations, and schools in an educated and 
professional m

anner.  
 Th

ese FREE 15- to 45-m
inute program

s range in 
topics and all relate to the M

useum
 collections and 

the early Am
erican hom

e. Presentations vary in 
length and can be tailored to available tim

e slots. 
 Th

e DAR M
useum

 is hom
e to three gallery spaces 

with rotating exhibitions and 31 state Period Room
s 

furnished in the style of a particular region and 
tim

e period. Collections include quilts, clocks, 
shoes, clothing, ceram

ics, glass, silver, toys, jewelry, 
cookware, and m

ore!

H
oliday Traditions in the Period Room

s 
Shares the seasonally decorated period room

 exhibition, 
taking a look at the evolution of Christm

as and other 
winter holidays celebrated in Am

erica. 

Pleasing Truths: Pow
er and Portraits  

 
Take a look into the context and sym

bolism
 of early 

portraits to better understand the transm
ission of ideas 

and their im
pact on people over tim

e; based on the DAR 
M

useum
’s 2023 exhibition. 

H
istory of the D

A
R M

useum
  

                  
From

 a sm
all case at the Sm

ithsonian, the m
useum

 
collection has grown with the organization to 
encom

pass decorative arts, period room
s and m

ore!


